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SUBJ: SUGGESTED AWARD FOR COMMANDANT OF COLOMBIAN NAVY 

1. ADMIRAL JAIME PARRA RAMIREZ WILL RETIRE 30 MAY OF THIS YEAR 
AFTER HAVING SERVED AS COMMANDANT OF THE COLOMBIAN NAVY FOR THE 
PAST SIX YEARS. THROUGHOUT THAT TIME HE HAS BEEN A STEADFAST 
FRIEND OF THE U S AND HAS DONE MUCH TO MAKE OUR TASK HERE PRO 
DUCTIVE. BELIEVE IT WOULD BE MOST FITTING IF THE CNO OF THE U S 
NAVY WOULD INITIATE AND SUPPORT THE AWARDING OF THE LEGION OF 
MERIT AT THE APPROPRIATE DEGREE. THE FOLLOWING IS THE PROPOSED 
CITATION: QUOTE FOR EXCEPTIONALLY MERITORIOUS CONDUCT IN THE 
PERFORMANCE OF OUTSTANDING SERVICE AS COMMANDANT OF THE 
COLOMBIAN 

NAVY BETWEEN JULY 7/67 AND MAY 30/73. DURING THIS PERIOD. 

ADMIRAL PARRA CONTRIBUTED TO THE EFFECTIVENSS OF THE SECURITY OF 
THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE BY HIS WHOLEHEARTED COOPERATION IN THE 
PLANNING AND EXECUTION OF THE YEARLY UNITAS EXERCISES CONDUCTED 
IN CONCERT WITH THE UNITED STATES NAVY AND THE NAVIES OF THE 
OTHER AMERICAN REPUBLICS. THE INCREASING SUCCESS OF THE ANNUAL 
HALCON VISTA EXERCISE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND COLOMBIA 
CAN BE ATTRIBUTED IN A LARGE PART TO HIS PERSONAL INTEREST IN 
THIS IMPORTANT EXERCISE. ADMIRAL PARRA HAS TAKEN AN ACTIVE AND 
DISTINGUISHED PART IN EACH OF THE ANNUAL INTER AMERICAN NAVAL 
CONFERENCES AND HAS ACTIVELY FOSTERED THE AMICABLE RELATIONS 
BETWEEN THE NAVIES OF THE AMERICAS AND HAVE RESULTED FROM THESE 
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CONFERENCES. AS AN ENLIGHTENED LEADER HE HAS SUPPORTED THE DEMO- 
CRATIC PROCESSES THAT PREVAIL IN HIS COUNTRY, AND HAS CONSISTENTLY 
SUPPORTED A FRIENDLY ATTITUDE TOWARD THE U S. DURING THE 
PERIOD OF HIS COMMAND, ADM PARRA HAS BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN THE 
ADVANCING OF THE MODERNIZATION AND MARKED IMPROVEMENTS IN 
EFFICIENCY 

OF THE COLOMBIAN NAVY. THIS IN TURN HAS MADE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRI- 
BUTION TO THE DEFENSE OF THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE. HIS OUTSTANDING 
LEADERSHIP HAS MADE COLOMBIA A MORE EFFECTIVE PARTNER IN THE 
DEFENSE OF THE HEMISPHERE. UNQUOTE. 
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